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During the Taliban war like many other afghan people we also someone having these things they will definitely hit the person
immigrated to one of the neighbor’s country. | was a little child but  so badly. We were on the way, Taliban stopped our bus and one

| do remember some events which | saw on the way to Pakistan. of our relatives had a video which was hidden on a small pillow of
One of the worst incidents that | will never forget is when the her son, when they got into the bus and found that video, they hit
name of the Taliban are mentioned. As we all know that watching the woman by gun badly, I and other children were very scared.
movies, making videos or taking photos from the weddings and That scene was the worst for me as a child.

many other events are against the Taliban laws, so when they saw




Fortunately we arrived to Pakistan after going
through many difficulties. We rented a house
which had just four rooms and a small yard, we

“When she noticed that we
were not at any school she
gave us an advice ‘You should
start school’”

were more than six families but we lived on that
house for some days, after that some of them left
and rented another house but we stayed on that
house with my uncle’s families. After a while my
uncles started to weave carpets and forced us to
help them with weaving. In some afghan families
the children have to accept what the elders
decide so did I, my sister and | weaved a carpet
with my uncle.

One day | met a young and cheerful girl, she was
the owner of our house’s daughter and she lived
above the house we have rented. She invited me
and my sister to her house and played with us a
lot, after playing she cooked Beriani which is one
the famous food in Pakistan, during lunch she
asked: are you going to school? We didn’t have
any answer to give her because we were not at
any school on that time. When she noticed that
we were not at any school she gave us an advice
“You should start school”. After a while we left
her house and came to home and talked to my
mother we said “we want to go to school”, my
mother was surprised and said: | am happy

hearing that and | will talk to your father about
it. But we knew she was a little scared to share
this issue to other people in home because
we were born in a family where every girl was
illiterate and they were not allowed to attend
school, my mother dared to share this issue with
others and told them that “l want my daughters
to be literate”. At first my uncle was against that
decision but my big aunt who was bigger than
my uncle told him “I don’t want my niece will be
illiterate like me”. Then my mother enrolled us in
school.

“We were born in a family
where every girl was illiterate
and they were not allowed to

attend school, my mother dared
to share this issue with others
and told them that ‘l want my
daughters to be literate’”

Hopefully we started school and even got my
bachelors now | am preparing for my masters.
This was the biggest advice | received from a great
girl which changed my whole life. | remember
her name and want to meet her again if she will
be alive and if | could find her | will thank her
differently because on that time | was a child and
didn’t know the value of this great advice which
help me to be an literate independent girl. | pray
for her all the time | will remember her always,
Allah bless her wherever she is.
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United Kingdom
Lloyds Bank
Charing Cross Branch
49 Strand
London WC2N 5LL
Beneficiary: International Assistance Mission
Account No: 00361489
Sort code: 30-91-79
BIC: LOYDGB21216
IBAN: GB84 LOYD 3091 7900 361

Switzerland
UBsS
Case Postale
Geneva 2
CH-1211
Beneficiary: Mission Internationale d'Assistance
BIC: UBSWCHZH80A
USD Account IBAN: CH 25 0024 0240 4173 9760R
CHF Account IBAN: CH 83 0024 0240 4173 9741A
Euro Account IBAN: CH 20 0024 0240 4173 9761H

Opportunities for international
volunteers to join IAM

If you are interested in joining IAM as an

international volunteer, we would love to hear from
you! Contact us at personnel.dir@iam-afghanistan.
org to find out more!
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